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Part of the Jewish Encounter seriesA masterly biography of Yehuda Halevi, one of the greatest
of Hebrew poets and a shining example of the synthesis of religion and culture that defined the
golden age of medieval Spanish Jewry. Like Maimonides, with whom he contrasts sharply,
Yehuda Halevi spanned multiple worlds. Poet, philosopher, and physician, he is known today for
both his religious and secular verse, including his famed “songs of Zion,” and for The Kuzari, an
elucidation of Judaism in dialogue form. Hillel Halkin brilliantly evokes the fascinating world of
eleventh- and twelfth-century Andalusian Spain in which Halevi lived and discusses the
influences that formed him. Relying on the astonishing discoveries of the Cairo Geniza, he
pieces together the mystery of Halevi’s last days, with its fateful voyage to Palestine, which
became a haunting legend. An acclaimed writer and translator, Halkin builds his account of
Halevi’s life and death on his magnificent translations of Halevi’s poems. He places The Kuzari
within the wider context of Jewish thought and explains why, more perhaps than any other
medieval Jewish figure, Halevi has become an inspirational yet highly controversial figure in
modern Jewish and Israeli intellectual life.
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Book lover, “Worthwhile if flawed biography of a highly significant and influential Jewish thinker.
Hillel Halkin does an admirable job fleshing out the history of the great Jewish poet and
philosopher Yehuda HaLevi. HaLevi was a multifaceted, complex individual - a beloved poet, a
successful physician, a lover of beauty and aesthetics, a rabbi and philosopher, a deeply
religious person, and a sincere lover of his people and the Land of Israel. It is clear that Halkin
identifies with his subject on several aspects - certainly his love of beauty and literature, and love
for Zion. Other aspects, such as HaLevi's profound religiosity - are more difficult for Halkin (who
left religion as a teenager) to relate to. In addition, Halkin's politically left-wing views appear to
clash with his attempt to evaluate HaLevi and his long-term impact.The author's saving grace is
his awareness that, like many writers before him, he shapes HaLevi in his own image,
emphasizing those qualities he shares with his subject, and ignoring those he fails to
understand.”

ronnie, “Great book!. This delightful new biography of the medieval Hebrew poet Yehuda Halevi
by Hillel Halkin is beautifully written (as is everything Halkin writes). Halevi comes alive as never
before. So much so that the book reads like a novel.Interspersed are a generous selection of
Halevi's poems in Halkin's marvelous translation. One now need not know any Hebrew--indeed,
one need not even be Jewish--to enjoy and appreciate Halevi's poetry, and this wonderful
book.My only complaint is that there is no key referring to the original titles of the translated
poems.”

S. Gluck, “Halkin's Halevi a must read to understand the author of "Kuzari". This book is
scholarly yet immensely readable. Halkin makes you feel what it was like for Halevi living in 12th
century Spain and Egypt. His translations of Halavi's poetry are moving. I am not a person who
cares for poetry but, I was emotionally moved by several of the translated poems.”

T Lasky, “Beautiful, scholarly, inspiring. I bought and read this last year, and then bought a copy
for my grown daughter. A beautiful book, a masterpiece of translation, scholarship, and
humanity. As one of the other reviewers noted, it brought Halevi to life for me, and made the 11th
and 12th centuries feel very close to the present.”

aryeh carmen, “I loved the poetry interspersed throughout the book. I flew through this book
much quicker than almost anything else I've read. I loved the poetry interspersed throughout the
book. I learned a lot about an important Jewish thinker and the environment in which he lived”

ALBERT BENTATA, “New perspective. Outstanding portrait of a fascinating person in the Jewish
literature and philosophy.”



michele, “A well-written study of a medieval Jew who has influenced the religious Zionist
movement and continues to impact today. Hillel Halkin's erudite book reveals how historical
poetry and literature remains relevant today. He expertly examines and translates some of the
finest secular and religious poetry to have been written in early twelfth century Spain and puts
this poetry in its proper cultural context. He also outlines the main themes in Halevi's "The
Kuzari", the book that he wrote in Judeo-Arabic, "The book of refutation and proof on behalf of
the most despised religion." The book takes the form of a dialogue between a rabbi and the king
of the Khazars who had converted to Judaism. Halkin's chapter on the differences between
Halevi's arguments against philosophy in this book and Maimondes' philosophical "Guide to the
Perplexed" is fascinating. But I found even more interesting the chapter describing the impact of
Halevi's view of the Holy Land on religious Zionism. The last chapter, where Halkin compares
Halevi's decision to leave Spain for the Holy Land and his own decision to leave the USA for
Israel is the least interesting and, I felt, could have been omitted.”

The book by Hillel Halkin has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 20 people have provided feedback.
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